MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE

century all ecclesiastical progress came from the Midi, the first
general assembly of the Prankish Church was held under the
presidency of Saint Boniface. And this time we see the intervention
of Papal influence, for it was the Pope who convoked the assembly.
Pippin and Carloman were thus brought into touch with the
Pope by Boniface. And die whole Church, which was organizing
itself in Germany, still regarded them, thanks to Boniface, as its
protectors. How could they do other than appeal to the head of
this Church to ratify and sanction the power which they exercised
and possessed? An alliance with the Papacy seemed indicated. It
was all the more readily effected inasmuch as it was to the interest
of the Papacy, as Pippin very well knew, since the Pope had
already appealed to Charles Martel for support.

3. Italy, the Pope and Byzantium. The Volte-face of the Papacy

The Church, on the fall of the Imperial government in the
West, had loyally cherished its memories of and its reverence for
that Roman Empire whose organization was reflected in its own,
with its dioceses (civitates) and its provinces. It not only venerated
but in a certain sense it continued the Empire, since the upper
ranks of its personnel were composed entirely of descendants of
old senatorial families who remembered the Empire with respect
and regret. The whole Church was subject to Roman law. It
regarded the events of 476 as having no real importance. It had
acknowledged die Emperor of Ravenna; it now acknowledged
the Emperor of Constantinople. What is more, it acknowledged
him as its head. The Pope, in Rome, was his subject, corresponded
with him, and maintained an apocrisiary in Constantinople. He
loyally attended the synods and other Imperial convocations.

The Emperor himself, when things were normal, regarded and
venerated the Pope as the first patriarch of the Empire, having
primacy over the patriarchs of Constantinople, Jerusalem, Antioch,
and Alexandria.1

1 The Pope was acknowledged by Phocas as "the head of all the Churches,"
- in opposition to the patriarch* of Constantinople, who had assumed the tide
of Oecumenicus. VASIUEV, op. cit.t voL I, p, 228.
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